As reforming the electricity sector has become a key part of the European Union's transition to a clean energy future, it is important to determine what solutions can facilitate this transformation. Smart grids allow for an increased flexibility of distribution grids so that they are able to handle the influx of renewable energy sources, along with their variable loads. While this technology addresses many challenges that come with the clean energy transition, cost is a major barrier, and heavy investment is needed.
the level of investments by collaborative knowledge-seeking institutions, such as universities, were not influenced by any of the evaluated factors.
These findings help policy makers design adequate incentives for stakeholders involved in smart grid Research & Development or project deployment. Smart grids are a key technology in the clean energy transition, and therefore further development of mechanisms fostering investment should be supported.
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